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dental cleanings, fillings and crowns, root ca-
nals, refractive eye exams, and exams for 
hearing aids. 

It provides coverage of items such as den-
tures, eyeglasses, contact lenses, low vision 
devices, and hearing aids as durable medical 
equipment, prosthetics, and orthotic supplies. 

And to control costs and facilitate implemen-
tation of these major reforms, benefits will be 
subject to reasonable limitations and will be 
phased in gradually in the years following en-
actment. 

All too often, policy discussions about Medi-
care focus on how much of the program to cut 
and how to further shift costs onto bene-
ficiaries. This is the wrong approach. It’s time 
for Congress to recognize that Medicare must 
be strengthened, not cut, and that benefits 
must be expanded, not scaled back. 

The Medicare Dental, Vision, and Hearing 
Benefit Act will make Medicare a stronger, 
fairer, and more comprehensive program for 
the 55 million beneficiaries it serves. 

I urge my colleagues to join me in working 
to enact this and other important expansions 
of Medicare now and in the future. 
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CONGRATULATING THE PHIL-
IPPINES ON ITS 118TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF ITS INDEPENDENCE 

HON. MADELEINE Z. BORDALLO 
OF GUAM 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 7, 2016 

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to congratulate the Republic of Philippines on 
the 118th Anniversary of its independence. I 
also join the people of Guam and the Filipino 
Community of Guam in declaring the month of 
June as Philippine Month in Guam. 

On May 1, 1898, the Battle of Manila Bay 
signaled the United States’ entry into the war 
with Spain that the Philippines had been fight-
ing for since 1896. On June 12, 1898 the Fili-
pino revolutionary forces under General Emilio 
Aguinaldo proclaimed the sovereignty and 
independence of the Philippine Islands from 
Spanish colonial rule. Filipinos are very proud 
of these leaders who had the dream of an 
independent and free country. This act of de-
termining their political future remains a much 
celebrated event 118 years later, especially by 
Filipinos who call the United States and Guam 
home. 

Since earning their independence, the Phil-
ippine people have suffered through years of 
dictatorship, martial law, and Japanese occu-
pation. We on Guam are particularly sympa-
thetic to this last event, having ourselves been 
taken over by the Japanese. 

Today, the Philippines is an important ally of 
the United States in Southeast Asia. President 
Aquino has taken positive steps to combat ter-
rorism in the Philippines, and his government 
continues to be cooperative with our own ef-
forts in the region. In addition, the friendship of 
the Filipino people has forged a bond between 
our two nations that has grown stronger over 
time. Filipino-Americans have contributed im-
mensely to our nation. In my home district of 
Guam, Filipino-Americans represent over one- 
third of the general population. They play a 
key role in the economic, social, and political 
fabric of our island and the nation as a whole. 
Guam and the Philippines share linguistic, so-

cial, and cultural roots which have made Fili-
pinos on Guam able to be active in celebrating 
their culture in harmony with the local commu-
nity. Many Filipinos and members of the Fili-
pino Community of Guam have contributed 
their time, talents and expertise by serving as 
medical, educational, and government profes-
sionals and religious leaders, among others, to 
improve the quality of life on Guam. The Fili-
pino Community of Guam has also been pas-
sionately dedicated to helping those in need 
by supporting numerous charitable non-profit 
organizations on our island and they have or-
ganized fundraising drives for disaster victims 
in the Micronesia region and the Philippines. 

Our two nations and indeed our people are 
intimately linked to one another. On behalf of 
the people of Guam, I congratulate the Phil-
ippines and the Filipino Community of Guam 
on the 118th anniversary of independence of 
the Philippines and look forward to the contin-
ued service and contributions of the Filipino 
Community of Guam. 

f 

RECOGNIZING LILY SHEN 

HON. MIKE COFFMAN 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 7, 2016 

Mr. COFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Lily Shen, a resident of the 6th dis-
trict, for being awarded the Asian American 
Hero of Colorado Award. 

Mrs. Shen emigrated from Taiwan to the 
United States with her family 35 years ago. 
Since then, she has been a pillar of her com-
munity; fervently engaging in countless com-
munity programs. To name just a few of her 
current engagements, Mrs. Shen is currently 
the President of Colorado Chinese Language 
School and Colorado Chinese Club, the Presi-
dent of Colorado Chinese Evergreen Society, 
the Vice Chair of the Asian Pacific Develop-
ment Center, and as the Treasurer of the 
Asian Roundtable of Colorado. Mrs. Shen has 
also served as the chair of the Chinese/Tai-
wanese Advisor Council to my office since 
2012–present. 

Her storied career of community service to 
the Colorado Asian community, and to the 
Colorado community as a whole, has been 
punctuated by numerous awards recognizing 
her achievement. To name a few of her many 
awards, Mrs. Shen is a recipient of a lifetime 
achievement award from the Colorado Behav-
ioral Healthcare Council, a Woman of Distinc-
tion award from the Girl Scouts Mile High 
Council, an Outstanding Performance and 
Lasting Contributions Award from Senator 
Wayne Allard and she is a recipient of the 
Ambassadors for Peace Excellence in Leader-
ship Award from Inter-religious and Inter-
national Federation for World Peace; Amer-
ican Leadership Initiative in Washington DC. 

I commend Mrs. Shen for her dutiful and 
tireless service to her community. She is truly 
deserving of being awarded the Asian Amer-
ican Hero of Colorado Award; an award which 
is yet another testament to her lifetime of com-
munity service. 

TRIBUTE TO HELEN AND BILL 
LORENZEN 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 7, 2016 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and honor Helen and Bill 
Lorenzen of Truro, Iowa, on the very special 
occasion of their 60th wedding anniversary. 
They were married on May 26, 1956. 

Bill and Helen’s lifelong commitment to each 
other truly embodies Iowa values. As they re-
flect on their 60th anniversary, may their com-
mitment grow even stronger as they continue 
to love, cherish, and honor one another for 
many years to come. 

I commend this great couple on their 60th 
year together and I wish them many more 
memories. I know my colleagues in the United 
States House of Representatives will join me 
in congratulating them on this momentous oc-
casion. 
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NATASHA THIES 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 7, 2016 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Natasha Thies 
for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge Service 
Ambassadors for Youth award. 

Natasha Thies is a 12th grader at Wheat 
Ridge High School and received this award 
because her determination and hard work 
have allowed her to overcome adversities. 

The dedication demonstrated by Natasha 
Thies is exemplary of the type of achievement 
that can be attained with hard work and perse-
verance. It is essential students at all levels 
strive to make the most of their education and 
develop a work ethic which will guide them for 
the rest of their lives. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to 
Natasha Thies for winning the Arvada Wheat 
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award. 
I have no doubt she will exhibit the same dedi-
cation and character in all of her future ac-
complishments. 
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MARVIN CHARLES—CONGRES-
SIONAL TESTIMONY TO REP-
RESENTATIVE DAVE REICHERT’S 
LAW ENFORCEMENT TASK 
FORCE 

HON. DAVID G. REICHERT 
OF WASHINGTON 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, June 7, 2016 

Mr. REICHERT. Mr. Speaker, I submit the 
following testimony: 

Thank you for inviting me to speak with 
you today. I’m honored to be here. I first 
met with Congressman Reichert at his Dis-
trict Office last year, just before I drove my 
18-year-old daughter to Oklahoma to start 
her freshman year in college. 

This is the daughter who started my jour-
ney. She was the baby girl I was about to 
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